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Москва 2020

ПРЕДИСЛОВИЕ
Данное учебное пособие адресовано широкому кругу учащихся, осваивающих учебную дисциплину «Английский язык в сфере юриспруденции».

Целью пособия является знакомство с особенностями системы права в Великобритании в лингвострановедческом аспекте, предполагающим изучение языка в тесной связи с культурой народа, говорящего на этом языке, с усвоением сведений страноведческого, лингвострановедческого и культурно-этнического характера, иными словами с познанием новой национальной культуры.
Основу каждого раздела составляют аутентичные тексты по таким темам, как: классификация права, виды судебных дел, классификация судов, профессии в сфере юриспруденции, преступление и наказание, суд присяжных. Учебное пособие снабжено также глоссарием. Выполнение разнообразных послетекстовых заданий способствует расширению лексического запаса, развитию всех видов речевой деятельности, формированию профессиональной, лингвострановедческой и общих компетенций.
I. INTRODUCTION TO LAW

Nature of law. No single definition of the word “law” can satisfactorily reflect the many aspects and changing character of the law. Over the centuries philosophers have discussed the nature of law and the related concept of “justice”. While there are as many concepts of the term “law” as there are people who have pondered the question, at least four basic concepts can be identified which may be of assistance to those who seek to understand it. These basic concepts are:

1. Law as what is right. Under this concept there is some great and all pervasive code of what is right and wrong. This moral sense of what is right or wrong may be derived either from some divine source or from the nature of man himself.

2. Law as custom. Under this concept law is the accumulated customs and traditions of a society which reflects that society’s interactions with its environment.

3. Law as command. Under this concept law is a body of rules which is used by the political authority and enforced through various sanctions.

4. Law as social engineering. Under this concept law is regarded as a means of social control which seeks to balance various competing and conflicting interests and values within a society.

Different schools of jurisprudential thought place differing degrees of emphasis on each of these concepts. Those who place primary emphasis on the concept of law as what is right are known as the natural law school. The historical school of thought emphasizes the aspect of custom and tradition whereas legal positivists stress the concept of law as command. Those who look at law primary in terms of use for social engineering are known as the sociological school of jurisprudence. Another group – known as the legal realists – reject the idea that any theory or group of theories can adequately define law and focus on law as a dynamic, changing process.

The functions of law. Law of some variety has been a part of society since the time of the most primitive societies. Initially the primary purpose of the law, was to keep the peace, but as society became more complex and developed, the law took on additional functions. Today, at least eight major functions of law can be identified:

1. to keep the peace;

2. to influence and enforce standards of conduct;

3. to maintain the status quo in certain aspects of society;

4. to facilitate orderly change;

5. to allow for maximum self-assertion by the individual;

6. to facilitate planning and the realization of reasonable expectations;

7. to promote social justice;

8. to provide a mechanism for compromise solutions between polar principles and positions.

II.  Law and Order in Britain

Unit 1
Classification of law

Read and translate the text:
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There are many ways in which the law can be classified. Here we shall limit our discussion to the difference between criminal and civil law and substantive and procedural law. A simple distinction between the criminal law and the civil law is that the latter regulates the relationships between individuals or bodies and the former regulates the legal relationships between the state and individual people and bodies. The first practical difference is seen in the parties to the legal action. A civil case will involve two (or more) individual people or bodies whilst the parties to a criminal case will be the state and an individual person or body. 

Let us look at the examples of both criminal and civil law. Examples of civil law include the law of contract, tort (literally meaning "wrong") and property. Consider the following situation. You decide to buy a laptop from a local shop. You pay the correct price and take the laptop away. You have entered into a contract with the owner of the shop. After two days the laptop fails to work. This is a common situation and usually the shopkeeper will replace the laptop or return your money. If not, you may wish to take legal action to recover your loss. As the law of contract is part of the civil law the parties to the action will be you (an individual) and the owner of the shop (an individual person or body).

Now let us look at some examples of the criminal law. This is the law by which the state regulates the conduct of its citizens. Criminal offences range from the petty (e.g. parking offences) to the very serious (e.g. murder, rape). Look at the following situation. You are driving your car at 70 m.p.h. in an area which has a speed limit of 40 m.p.h. You are stopped by a police officer and subsequently a case is brought against you for dangerous driving. This is a criminal offence. The parties to the action will therefore be the state (in the form of the prosecuting authority) and you (an individual).

A further point to make is that although the division between civil and criminal law is very clear, there are many actions which will constitute a criminal offence and a civil wrong. Let us look again at the situation where you are driving your car too fast. Suppose that while you were doing this you knocked over and injured an elderly lady. You will have committed a criminal offence (dangerous driving) and a civil wrong (negligence).

Criminal and civil proceeding are distinguishable. In criminal proceeding there is a prosecutor prosecuting a defendant, and the result of the prosecution if successful is a conviction, and the defendant is punished in various ways. In civil proceedings the plaintiff sues (brings an action against) a defendant. The proceedings if successful result in judgement for the plaintiff, and the judgement may order the defendant to pay the plaintiff money, transfer property to him, perform a contract or to do or not to do something (injunction). 

Substantive law is defined in the following way: "Substantive law lays down people's rights, duties, liberties and powers." By this is meant the actual content or substance of the law. These are the rules on which the courts base their decisions. 

Procedural or adjective law is also a set of rules. Rules of procedure or "adjective" law, are the rules which determine the course of action; they govern such matters as how the case is to be presented, in what court it shall lie; or when it is to be tried. Procedural rules are, in other words, the rules which govern the machinery as opposed to the subject-matter of litigation. It is a striking fact, that in the earlier stages of legal development these rules assume paramount importance: form is better understood than substance, and in early law formal requirements, rather than abstract principles, usually determined legal rights. Because the development of the common law has been continuous this early dominance of procedure has had a lasting influence upon many of the doctrines of the modern substantive law. Generally speaking, however, procedure, though it is of great importance to the practitioner, is today treated as the servant and not the master of substance, and the rules of procedure are now more flexible than once they were. They derive from various sources. Most proceedings in the Supreme Court (that is, most of the more important civil proceedings) are now governed by a code of rules known as the Rules of the Supreme Court ("R.S.C.").

ex.1 Answer the questions:

1) What is the main difference between civil and criminal law? Explain it with some examples.

2) Is the distinction between civil and criminal law clear? Give some examples.

3) What should be done to recover losses in civil cases?

4) What actions constitute a criminal offence and a civil wrong? Give an example.

5) What is the difference between criminal and civil proceedings?

3) How can the meaning of substantive law be explained?

4) What is procedural or adjective law?

5) Why was procedure so important in the past?

6) Is procedure still important today? Why?

7) What has had a lasting influence upon the modern substantive law?

8) How are the rules of procedure treated nowadays? Why?

9) What are the Rules of the Supreme Court?

ex.2 Read the following statements. Say whether they are true, if not correct them.
1) None of the rules of criminal procedure has been codified.

2) The civil law regulates the relationships between individuals or bodies and the criminal law regulates the legal relationships between the state and individuals or bodies.

3) Substantive law lays down people's rights, duties, liberties and powers. 
4) The rules of civil procedure are codified.
5) Procedure is not important today.

6) In the past legal rights depended mainly on abstract principles.

7) Procedural or adjective law is not a set of rules.

8) The rules of procedure are more flexible nowadays.

9) There is only one way in which the law can be classified.

ex.3 Complete the table below by placing the following words and phrases in the correct column:

civil wrong, crime, Supreme court, parking offence, murder, rape, plaintiff, defendant, to prosecute, guilty, conviction, dangerous driving, law of contract, law of tort, law of property, county court
	Civil
	Criminal

	civil wrong

-

-

-

-


	crime

-

-

-

-




ex.4 Find the correct words in the text to complete the following sentences:

1) The person charged with the criminal offence is the ________________.

2) A court order not to do something is an ________________.
3) The distinction between crimes and civil wrongs relates to the ________________ of the act.

4) Examples of ________________ include the law of contract, tort and property.

5) By the ________________ the state regulates the conduct of its citizens.

6) You have committed a ________________ and ________________ if you injured an elderly lady because of bad driving.

7) A criminal case is brought by a ________________.
8) A civil action is brought against the ________________.
9) A________________ is a person involved in a civil case.
10) A defendant in a civil case is ________________ by the plaintiff.

11)  A successful criminal prosecution will result in a ________________.

12)  A person who appeal is called ________________.
13)  If the plaintiff is successful the defendant will be found ________________.
ex.5 Match the сolumns:

	1. уголовное право;
2. процессуальное право;
3. суд высшей инстанции;
4. деликтное право;
5. поведение граждан;
6. договорное право;
7. право собственности;

8. уголовное преступление;
9. гражданское правонарушение;
10. устанавливать права и обязанности граждан

11. свод правил

12. возмещение убытков
	1. Supreme Court;

2. procedural law;

3. criminal law;

4. the conduct of the citizens;

5. law of tort;

6. law of property;

7. civil wrong;

8. criminal offence;

9. to recover loss

10. to lay down people's rights and duties;

11. law of contract;

12. set of rules


ex.6 Use the following words to complete the table below:

machinery, form, substance, abstract principles, subject matter, formal requirements, adjectival, substantive
	________________ law
	________________ law

	
	


ex.7 Insert the necessary prepositions :

1) There are many ways _____ which the law can be classified.

2) It is always possible to limit each discussion _____ some points.

3) Civil law regulates the relationships _____ the individuals or bodies.

4) The first practical difference is seen _____ the parties _____ the legal action.

5) Let us look _____ the examples of both criminal and civil cases.

6) You decide to buy refrigerator _____ a local shop.

7) Criminal offences range _____ the petty (e.g. parking offences) _____ the very serious (e.g. murder, rape).

8) You are stopped _____ a police officer and subsequently the case is brought _____ you _____ dangerous driving.

9) Substantive law lays _____ people's rights, duties, liberties and powers.

10)  The dominance _____ procedure has had a lasting influence _____ many _____ the doctrines _____ the modern substantive law.

11)  The rules _____ procedure derive _____ various sources.

ex.8 Translate the sentences into English :

1) Существуют различные классификации права.
2) Самое простое отличие уголовного права от гражданского заключается в том, что последнее регулирует отношения между физическими лицами или юридическими, а первое регулирует отношения с точки зрения закона между государством и физическими лицами и юридическими.

3) К примерам гражданского права можно отнести договорное право, деликтное право и право собственности.

4) В случае уголовного права государство регулирует поведение его граждан.

5) Уголовные преступления варьируются от мелких преступлений (например, неправильная парковка) до серьёзных (предумышленное убийство и изнасилование).

6) Хотя разница между уголовным и гражданским правом ясна, существуют случаи, когда налицо уголовное преступление и гражданское правонарушение одновременно. 

7) Процессуальное право устанавливает права и обязанности людей, их свободу и власть.

8) В правовых нормах процессуального права регулируются такие вопросы, как и в каком суде должно быть представлено дело, и когда его рассматривать.

9) В общем, процессуальное право хотя и является очень важным для практики, сейчас рассматривается как вспомогательное средство, а не как непререкаемый свод правил, которые сейчас являются более гибкими, чем прежде.

 ex.9 Case study.

Consider the following situations:

 
1. Thomas has been charged with murder. He is pleading 'not guilty' to the charge, his trial is taking place at Fenbury Crown Court. The leading prosecution witness is PC Boot. In his evidence he states that he saw Thomas running away from the scene of the crime. Thomas has evidence which suggests that PC Boot was at home at the time that he said he saw Thomas but the judge refuses to let Thomas's lawyer question PC Boot about this. When Thomas gives his evidence the judge allows the prosecuting lawyer to question him. During the questioning the prosecuting lawyer tells the court that Thomas has previously been found guilty of a serious criminal offence. 

How has the procedure of the trial disadvantaged Thomas?  

2. Bob has been charged with murder and sued in the county court. The plaintiff is successful in the action and Bob is found liable. He is punished by being ordered to pay the plaintiff L 10,000 in damages. 

What is wrong in the situation and why?

 ex.10 Speak on the topic: “Classification of Law”.

Unit 2
Classification of the Courts

Read and translate the text:
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There are various ways of classifying courts. The distinction between civil and criminal law is reflected to some extent in the structure of the courts. It is possible to classify courts according to their functions. The obvious classification in this respect would be into courts of civil and courts of criminal jurisdiction.

Civil actions take place between two or more individuals in dispute. It is the function of the civil courts to adjudicate on these disputes. Different types of disputes will require different forms of adjudication. These differences are reflected in the court system, the jurisdiction of the courts is limited by the type of case and, with the lower courts, by the geography and the amount of the claim. The courts with original civil jurisdiction are chiefly the High Court and some county courts.

The present county courts were set up in 1846 to provide court arbitration service which was easily accessible to ordinary people. They deal with the majority of not complicated cases such as claims involving small sums of money and provide an efficient means of resolving disputes.

The High Court is divided into three Divisions: the Queen's Bench Division, the Chancery Division, and the Family Division. The first administers primarily the common law, the second primarily equity. The family Division was created by an act of 1970 in place of the previous Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division – a curious miscellany of jurisdictions (over wills, wives and wrecks) which were lumped together for no better reason than they were all founded (to some extend) on Roman and canon law. In 1970, wills went to the Chancery Division and wrecks to the Queen's Bench Division.

A civil trial in the High Court is before a single judge, generally sitting without a jury. The less important civil cases are tried in the county courts, magistrates also have some civil jurisdiction. The courts in which a case is first heard is called the court of first instance. 

The purpose of criminal courts is to determine whether the accused person has committed a crime and to punish the wrongdoer. Criminal court procedures seeks to ensure a fair hearing by imposing very strict and formal rules of evidence.

This classification is not, however, a valid one since, although certain courts do exercise a purely civil or criminal jurisdiction, most English courts hear both civil and criminal cases. The Crown court has almost exclusively criminal jurisdiction. Magistrates are chiefly concerned with criminal cases, but they have important civil jurisdiction over licensing and family matters. On the other hand, the county court is only civil, and so is the High Court apart from appeals.

Thus the House of Lords, Court of Appeal, High Court, Crown Court and magistrates' courts exercise jurisdiction in both civil and criminal matters. 

In almost all cases it is possible to appeal to a higher court for reconsideration of the decision of the original court. So there is always the possibility of an appeal from a court of trial (called a court of first instance). The courts where appellate litigation is heard are called appellate courts. The party who appeals is the appellant; the other is the respondent.

The next classification will be into courts of original and courts of appellate jurisdiction. Nor is this division of general application. Although certain courts, such as the Court of Appeal and the House of Lords, exercise a purely appellate jurisdiction, while other courts, such as magistrates' courts, have no appellate jurisdiction, many courts, notably the High Court and the Crown Court, exercise both original and appellate jurisdiction. County courts appeal to the Court of Appeal. For the High Court the appropriate appellate court is the Court of Appeal (Civil Division), consisting essentially of the Master of the Rolls and the Lords Justice of Appeal. The Court of Appeal generally sits with three members, and there will be several such courts in action at the same time. Appeals from magistrates go to a Divisional Court – in family matters it will be composed of judges of the Family Division.

When an appeal is taken to the Court of Appeal (either from the High Court or from a Divisional Court), a further appeal lies to the House of Lords.

A civil case may go on appeal direct from the High Court to the House of Lords under “leap-frogging” procedure. This can happen with the consent of the parties and on certificate from the judge, if the case turns on the construction of legislation or is governed by a previous decision of the Court of Appeal or the House of Lords which one of the parties wishes to overturn.

ex.1 Answer the questions :

1) How many ways of classifying courts do you know?

2) What are civil actions? Where are they heard? 

3) What are the civil courts of first instance?

4) What is the most important civil court of first instance?

5) What is the jurisdiction of the courts limited by?

6) What do you know about county courts?

7) To what type of courts does a case go for reconsideration of the decision?

8) How do we classify courts according to their functions? Is this classification a valid one?

9) What courts exercise jurisdiction in both civil and criminal cases? 
10)  Who hears cases in a civil trial in the High Court?

11)  What is the purpose of the criminal courts?

12)  How is fair hearing ensured in the criminal court?

13)  What do you know about the classification courts into original and appellate jurisdiction ?

14)  From which courts will an appeal lie to the Court of Appeal?

15)  To which court will an appeal lie from the magistrates’ court?

16)  What is the highest appellate court?

17)  How are parties in appellate process called?

18)  In what circumstances may a civil case go on appeal direct to the House of Lords?

Read and translate the following text:

The European Court of Human Rights.

The European Court of Human Rights was established by the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and was set up in Strasbourg in 1959. The Convention, which was drawn up by the Council of Europe in 1950, was inspired by the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and protects many essential rights such as the right to life, freedom from torture and slavery, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right to marry and found a family, freedom of peaceable assembly and association, and the right to a fair trial. Only states which are parties to the Convention and the European Commission of Human Rights have the right to bring a case before the Court. Some states have incorporated the Convention into domestic law, but Britain has not, so that it is not directly enforceable as British law. However, British cases have led to some changes in UK domestic law. 
Answer the questions and think about the following points:
1. When, where and why was the Court of Human rights established? 

2. What do you know about The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights? 

3. What human right does it protect? 

4. What do you understand by human rights?

5. What countries have the right to bring a case before the Court of Human rights?

6. How is it possible to protect human rights 

(1) in domestic (national) law? 

(2) in international law?

7. How are human rights protected in your country? Is your country a signatory to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights? Is your country a signatory to the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

ex .2 Read the following statements. Say whether they are true, if not correct them.

1) There is only one way of classifying courts.

2) The court in which the case is first heard is called court of appeal.

3) The classification of courts according to their functions would be into courts of civil and courts of criminal jurisdiction. 

4) Certain courts exercise a purely civil or criminal jurisdiction.

5) The House of Lords exercises jurisdiction only in civil matters.

6) The classification into courts of general and courts of appellate jurisdiction is of general application.

7) Magistrates' courts have appellate jurisdiction.

8) For the High Court the appropriate appellate court is the House of Lord.
 ex.3 Insert the necessary prepositions :

1) There are various ways _____ classifying the courts.

2) Courts are classified according _____ their function.

3) The court _____ the case is first heard, is called the court _____ first instance.

4) It is possible to appeal _____ a higher court _____ reconsideration _____ the decision _____ the original court.

5) It is possible to classify courts according _____ their functions.

6) The obvious classification would be _____ courts _____ civil and courts _____ criminal jurisdiction.

7) The Court of Appeal generally sits _____ three members, and there will be several such courts _____ action _____ the same time. 
8) “Leap-frogging” procedure can happen _____ the consent _____ the parties and _____ certificate _____ the judge. 
 ex.4 Match the columns :

	1. courts of first instance;

2. higher court;

3. appellate court;

4. to exercise jurisdiction;

5. the Queen's Bench Division; 

6. the Chancery Division;

7. the Family Division;

8. equity;

9. will;

10. wreck;

11. canon law;

12. Probate Division;

13. Divorce Division;

14. magistrate(‘s) court

1. 
	2. осуществлять правосудие;

3. суды первой инстанции;

4. вышестоящий суд;

5. апелляционный суд 
6. каноническое право;

7. канцлерское отделение; 
8. отделение, занимающееся семейными вопросами;

9. завещание;

10. крушение, авария, гибель, катастрофа;

11. отделение королевской скамьи; 

12. мировой суд;

13. право справедливости;

14. канцелярское отделение;

15. отделение по разводам;


ex.5 Complete the passage with words from the list (you may use a word more than once) and speak about the arbitration scheme.

	in addition, because, excess, formal, nevertheless, agree, informal, informality, access, although, more, less, permitted, may, formality, must, discouraged, disagree, should


The arbitration scheme was set up (1) ______________ county courts were no longer fulfilling their purpose of providing (2) ______________ to ordinary people in a fairy (3) _____________ situation and without excessive (4) _____________ or cost. Small claims of up to £500 (5) ______________ be heard by the scheme; larger claims (6) ____________ also be heard if both sides (7) _____________. Parties (8) ______________ be represented by lawyers but this is (8) _____________ Although rules are followed, the atmosphere is (9) _____________ formal than in the county courts; (10) _____________, the procedure is said still to be very complex and to frighten many people.

1)  ex.6 Translate the sentences into English:

2) Существуют различные классификации судов, которые связаны в некоторой степени с различием между гражданским и уголовным законом.

3) Самая очевидная классификация судов в зависимости от их функции – это деление на гражданские и уголовные суды.

4) В большинстве случаев возможно подать апелляцию в вышестоящий суд для пересмотрения решения суда первой инстанции.

5) Палата лордов, апелляционный суд, Высший Суд, Суд Короны и суды магистратов осуществляют правосудие в судах как и по гражданским, так и по уголовных вопросам.

6) В следующей классификации суды делятся на суды первой инстанции и апелляционные суды.

ex. 7. Use the following words to complete the diagram based on the extract above:

Family Division, 'wives', Queen's Bench, 'wrecks', equity, admiralty affairs, divorce, 'wills', common law, Chancery Division.
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1. Find out the names of the civil courts in your country, set them out in a diagram, noting which courts are courts of first instance and which are appellate courts.

2. Find out the names of the criminal courts in your country and make a diagram of them, noting which courts are courts of first instance and which ones are appellate courts.

ex. 8. Case study.

Consider the following situations :

George has agreed to sell his car to Nigel for £200. George has delivered the car but Nigel refuses to pay the money. George wishes to take legal action to enforce the contract. He seeks your advice on the following :

1) To which courts may he apply to enforce the payment?

2) If he is dissatisfied with the result to which court(s) may he appeal?

Angela is seriously injured in a road accident caused by Percy's negligence. She estimates her damages to be £50.000.

1) In which court would the legal action take place?

2) If her action is unsuccessful, to which courts may she appeal?

 ex. 9. Speak on the topic: 'Classification of the Courts in Great Britain.'. 

Unit 3
Legal professions
Read and translate the text.

 Preparation of lawyers
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The education of both barristers and solicitors has common features. Both will normally complete the academic stage of their legal education by obtaining a law degree, though a law degree is not the only way to complete the academic stage. Both undergo a vocational stage though here the differences are more marked. The barrister takes the Bar Examination under the aegis of the Inns of Court School of Law while the solicitor takes the Final Examination under the aegis of the Law Society and in these examinations the emphasis differs to take account of their different roles. Both must complete a period of apprenticeship. Here, at this "practical" stage, the difference is perhaps most marked since the day-to-day work of the barrister is quite different to the office routine of the solicitor.

 ex. 1 Complete the following table using the information of the extract above: 

Preparation of lawyers

	
	BARRISTERS
	SOLICITORS

	Academic:

Vocational exams:

Organized by:

Apprenticeship:
	                A …… 

                C ……

                E ……

                G ……
	                  B ……

                  D ……

                  F ……

                  H ……


ex. 2 Study the information given in the table.

	 Number in practice
	Barristers

5,367(13% women)
	Solicitors

47,906(19,5% women).

	Mode of organization
	Independent practitioners practicing from sets of chambers.
	Sole practitioners or partnerships. Can be employed often by industry or local authorities.

	Number of firms
	London: 226 Chambers.

Provinces: 112 Chambers.
	7,833 (2,744 sole practitioners).

	Professional body
	Bar Council (restructured 1987).
	The Law Society.

	Professional discipline
	Professional Conduct Committee.
	Professional Purposes Department. The Lay Observer also investigates complaints.

	Relationship with client
	Through solicitor
	Contractual.

	Professional liability
	No liability in negligence in respect of advocacy in court. May be liable in negligence in respect of work outside court.
	Liable in contract and tort to clients. May be liable to others affected by their negligent professional actions. 

	Professional etiquette (rules of behaviour)
	No advertising. Wig and gown in court. Must join an Inn of Court.
	Limited advertising. Gown in courts(expect magistrates' court) but no wig. 


ex. 4 Decide whether the following statements based on the above table are true or false, correct the false statements.

A. There are more female solicitors than female barristers.

B. B. Solicitors are not allowed to advertise.

C. Solicitors always work in groups.

D. Barristers are only liable to clients out of court.

E. Both barristers and solicitors wear gowns in court.

ex. 5 Complete the following text with the words from the box.

legal, barristers,  advocacy,  the High Court, the Crown court, out-of-court, division,  common law

A distinctive feature of the legal profession in England and Wales is that it is divided into two groups: ________________ and solicitors. In the popular mind the distinction between barristers and solicitors is that the former are concerned with advocacy in court while the latter are concerned with legal work out of court. This is not quite the case. Barristers are primarily concerned with________________ and they have an exclusive right to speak in ________________, the Court of Appeal and the House of Lords; but they are not confined to advocacy and may devote a deal of their time to giving expert opinions on ________________ matters. Nor are solicitors exclusively concerned with ________________ work for they have a right of audience (can speak) in magistrates' courts, county courts and, in some instances, in ________________.
This ________________ of the legal profession is a curious one and is unknown even in many Commonwealth countries which might have been expected to adopt the English professional model along with their adoption of the ________________.
Read and translate the text.

Judiciary.

A distinctive feature of the British system in comparison with many Continental systems is that it does not have a judicial career structure. Judges are chosen from lawyers who have gained considerable experience as legal practitioners before being appointed to the judiciary. In Continental system law graduates can choose to be a judge at the outset of their careers and they gain their experience of the inquisitorial system as practicing judges.

Let us now look at the different classes of the judiciary starting with those at the top of the hierarchy.


Lords of Appeal in Ordinary

These sit in the House of Lords and are therefore the judges with the most authority. They are appointed by the Prime Minister on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor who is also the president of the House of Lords. There are eleven "Law Lords", most of whom will have been promoted from the Court of Appeal. A case must be heard by three Lords, although in practice five will normally do so. The decision of the majority will prevail.


Lords Justices of Appeal

These sit in the Court of Appeal and are also appointed by the Prime Minister on the Lords Chancellor. They will usually be promoted from the High court although it is possible for a barrister of fifteen years' experience to be appointed without previous judicial experience.

The president of the civil division of the Court of Appeal is the Master of the Rolls; the president of the criminal division is the Lord Chief Justice. There is an average of twenty Court of Appeal judges. An appeal will be heard by three Lords Justices.


High Court judges 

These hear cases in the High Court and more serious cases in the Crown Court. They are appointed by the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor. To qualify, a person must be a barrister of at least ten years' experience. There are a maximum of 80 High Court judges.


Circuit judges 

These hear less important cases in the Crown Court and civil actions in the county court. They are appointed by the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor, from barristers of seven years' standing or Recorders of five years' experience. There are about 400 circuit judges. It is very rare for a circuit judge to be promoted to higher judicial office.


Recorders

These are part-time judges in the Crown Court and they hear the less serious cases. They may also sit in the county court. Barristers or solicitors of ten years' standing may qualify; they are appointed by the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor. There are around 500 Recorders.


Magistrates 

Stipendiary magistrates
These are full-time paid appointments made by the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor. Barristers or solicitors of seven years' standing qualify for appointment. There are about 100 stipendiary magistrates. They sit in the magistrates' courts in the larger cities, particularly London. A case will be heard by a single stipendiary magistrate.

Lay magistrates

These are part-time, unpaid magistrates often known as justices of the peace. They are appointed from ordinary members of society by the Lord Chancellor on the recommendation of local advisory committees. They are not legally qualified although they do receive some basic training. A case will be heard by a bench of three lay magistrates who are advised on the law by the clerk of the court. The justices' clerk is a barrister or solicitor of at least five years' standing. There are approximately 25,000 lay magistrates and they hear over 90 per cent of criminal cases.


Officers of the state

In addition to the above you should also be aware of the roles of the law officers of the state. These are:

The Lord Chancellor 

The Lord Chancellor is the head of the judiciary and a Minister of the Crown. He is the Speaker (the chairperson) of the House of Lords and also the government's principal legal spokesman. We have seen that he has considerable influence over the appointment of judges.

The Attorney-General 
The A-G the chief legal advisor to the government. He is a Member of Parliament and a member of the government. He has overall responsibility for prosecution policy and his consent is required to bring a prosecution in certain cases involving state security. He is assisted by the Solicitor-General.

The Director of Public Prosecutions

The DPP is responsible for the running of the prosecution service. His consent is required to proceed in cases involving certain criminal offences. He may take over a private prosecution and conduct proceedings in difficult or important cases. He is responsible to the Attorney-General.

ex. 1 Answer the following questions.
1. How can a person become a judge in Britain?

2. What is the Lord Chancellor's position?

3. Who must give permission to prosecute in some cases concerning state security?

4. Who must give permission to prosecute in some criminal cases?

5. How does a person usually become a Lord Justice of Appeal?

6. What is the role of the clerk of the court?

7. What sort of magistrate is likely to be recruited in the future? Why?

 ex. 2 Read the following statements. Say whether they are true, if not correct them.

1. The British system has a judicial career structure.

2. Lords of Appeal are appointed by the House of Lords.

3. It is possible for a barrister to be appointed without previous judicial experience.

4. High Court judges hear all kinds of cases in the Crown Court.

5. Circuit judges are often promoted to higher judicial office.

6. Stipendiary magistrates are appointed by the Queen.

7. Lay magistrates receive some basic training.

8. The DPP is responsible to the Attorney-General.

 ex. 3 Insert the necessary prepositions.

1. The British system ______ comparison ______ many other systems is that it doesn't have a judicial career structure.

2. In Continental systems law graduates can choose to be a judge ______ the outset ______ their careers.

3. Lords of Appeal in Ordinary are ______ the top of the hierarchy.

4. To qualify as a High Court judge a person must be a barrister ______ ______ least ten years' experience.

5. It is very rare for a circuit judge to be promoted ______ higher judicial office.

6. Lay magistrates are appointed ______ ordinary members of society ______ the Lord Chancellor ______ the recommendation of local advisory Committees.

7. The Attorney-General is the chief legal advisor ______ to the government and he has overall responsibility ______ prosecution policy.

8. The Director of Public Prosecution is responsible ______ the running of the prosecution service and is responsible ______ the Attorney-General.

1. ex. 4 Translate the sentences into English :

2. Обучение двух видов адвокатов имеет общие черты – они проходят как академическую так и профессиональную подготовку

3. Судьи низшей инстанции заседают в судах магистрата крупных городов.

4. Непрофессиональные мировые судьи назначаются из обычных членов общества лордом-канцлером.

5. Спикер Палаты Лордов – Лорд-канцлер является главой правосудия.

6. Генеральный атторней занимает должность главного юридического советника при правительстве.

7. Согласие директора общественного обвинения требуется при рассмотрении дел, включающих определенное уголовное преступление. 

ex. 5 Complete the following table using information from the previous text and speak about the different classes of the judiciary.

	Judge
	Appointed by
	Court



	Lord of Appeal

Lord Justice of Appeal

High Court judge

Circuit judge

Stipendiary magistrate

Lay magistrate
	
	


ex. 6 Make a report about the judiciary in our country answering the following questions:

A. Are the members of the judiciary appointed from practicing lawyers or is there a career judiciary?

B. What are the titles of the different classes of the judiciary?

C. Do the same judges hear first instance cases and appeal cases?

D. Do the same judges hear civil and criminal cases?

E. Is there an equivalent group to the lay magistrates?

 ex. 7 Speak on the topic: “Legal professions in Great Britain”.

Unit 4
The Jury
Read and translate the following text.

The role of a jury in legal practice of the UK today
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Although the jury continues to have much symbolic importance in the English legal system, in practice its role has been greatly diminished over recent years. The extract below explains how this has happened.

Before the Common Law Procedure Act 1854, most civil cases were tried by jury. By 1933, the number had declined to about half of all civil cases. The Administration of Justice Act 1933 restricted the right to jury trial to cases of:

A. Libel and slander

B. Malicious prosecution

C. False imprisonment

D. Fraud

In all other cases the right to jury trial is at the discretion of the court. The Court of Appeal stated that in personal injury cases (the vast majority of all civil actions) trial should be by judge alone. In the High Court, jury trial occurs in considerably less than 1 per cent of all civil cases. In the county court, where a jury of eight may be empanelled, only about 20 of the 34,000 cases per year involve a jury.

A surprisingly small proportion of criminal cases go for jury trial. About 85 per cent of all criminal cases are summary offences tribal only in the magistrates' court. In a further 12 per cent of cases the cases are tribal either way but summary trial is chosen. Thus only about 3 per cent of criminal cases go to the Crown Court. Taking into account the more than 60 per cent who plead guilty and the proportion of cases where a judge directs an acquittal less than 1% of all criminal trials result in a jury verdict.
Evaluation and alternatives
Even the most enthusiastic supporters of the jury would agree that the system is not perfect. The decline in the role of the jury reflects its disadvantages. 

Though the jury system has been praised as being the "bulwark of our liberties", it has not escaped criticism.

1. Though section 2 of the 1974 Act governs the way in which jurors are summoned, it does not prescribe the criteria used to determine which particular voters are summoned. Although directions under section 5 of the Act lay down that selection should be on a "random" basis, rarely the composition of the jury reflects that of the community as a whole. This is a cause for concern in a multi-racial society when members of ethnic minorities are tried before predominantly white juries.

2. The rules for the disqualification of jurors are such that ex convicts may be eligible for jury service. The increase in "jury nobbling" (the practice of bribing or threatening jurors in order to secure a particular verdict), is often aimed at ex convicts, ...

3. As jurors are not selected on the basis of ability, cases involving complex facts may be beyond their competence.

4. The compulsory element in jury service is disliked by jurors, particularly when allied to the inadequate compensation for loss of earnings for the higher-paid.

The alternatives to the jury are also imperfect. These are trial by a single judge, trial by a bench of judges and trial by a composite tribunal of judges and laypersons. All presently feature in the legal system but none is seen as appropriate for those remaining trials, which continue to be heard before a jury.

ex. 1 Answer the questions.

1. What role does jury play in the English legal system?

2. What cases are tried by jury? What is their number in different types of courts?

3. What cases are tried by judge alone?

4. Why does a small proportion of criminal cases go to the Crown court?

5. What reflects the decline in the role of the jury?

6. What is called “the bulwark of liberties” in Great Britain?

7. Does the composition of the jury reflect the community as a whole?

8. Can ex convicts be eligible for jury service?

9. Is the jury always competent to the fact?

10. What are the alternatives to the jury service?

 ex. 2 Match the four statements below with the four criticisms in the text above.

1. Jurors who have committed crimes may be persuaded to make a wrong decision.

2. Some people lose a lot of money by doing jury service.

3. Juries are not a truly representative cross-section of society.

4. Some jurors are not intelligent enough.

ex. 3 Insert the necessary prepositions.

1. Before 1854 most civil cases were tried ______ jury.

2. In 1933 the right ______ jury trial was restricted.

3. ______ the High Court jury trial occurs in less that 1 per cent ______ all civil cases ______.
4. ______ the county court a jury ______ eight may be empanelled.

5. Only a small proportion ______ criminal cases go ______ jury trial.

6. Only 3 per cent of criminal cases go ______ the Crown Court.

7. Less then 1 per cent ______ all criminal trials result ______ a jury verdict.

ex. 4 Match the columns.

	1.Пасквиль и устная клевета

2.На усмотрение суда

3.Вердикт присяжных

4.Злонамеренное судебное преследование

5. Суд присяжных

6.Суммарное (краткое, скорое) судопроизводство

7.Оправдательный приговор 

8.Неправомерное лишение свободы

9.Признать виновным
	a. summary trial

b. malicious prosecution

c. a jury verdict

d. an acquittal

e. libel and slander

f. jury trial

g. to plead guilty

h. false imprisonment

i. at the discretion of the court


ex. 5 Complete the following text will the words from the box.

the defendant,  ordinary,  a verdict,  significantly,  criminal,  impartial, the plaintiff, at random, civil
The jury has a long history within the English legal system, although its role has changed ________________ during that time. Originally, members of the jury were witnesses, summoned for their local knowledge. Today, they are a group of twelve ________________ people with no special knowledge, chosen ________________ to act as ________________ judges of the facts of a case. In a jury trial, the jury is advised by the trial judge on the relevant law; its function is then to apply the law to the facts and then decide, in ________________ cases, whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty and, in ________________ cases, whether ________________ is liable to the plaintiff. The decision of a jury is called ________________. In civil cases the jury will also decide on the amount of damages to be awarded to ________________.
1.  ex. 6 Translate the sentences into English.

2. Хотя присяжные продолжают иметь символическую значимость в Английской юридической системе, на практике их роль значительно уменьшилась в последние годы.

3. Право на слушание дел в суде присяжных ограничено следующим: пасквили и злобная клевета, злонамеренное судебное преследование, неправомерное лишение свободы, мошенничество.

4. Окружные суды вносят в список присяжных восемь человек.

5. Лишь небольшой процент уголовных дел рассматривается судом присяжных.

6. Уменьшение значения роли присяжных отражает их недостатки.

7. Выбор присяжных следует производить на основе случайного выбора.

8. Подкуп присяжных осуществляется с целью вынесения ими определенного судебного решения.

9. Некоторые сложные случаи могут быть вне компетенции присяжных, поскольку их выбирают не на основе их способностей.

10. Альтернативой суда присяжных является суд, проводимый одним или несколькими судьями или смешанным составом из профессионалов и дилетантов.

 ex. 7 Case study. 
Study the following situation.

You are a lawyer and during Voir Dire you have found that:

A. The juror is married to the defendant's cousin.

B. The defendant is a young black female and the jury is composed of white, middle-aged men.

C. The juror is a mother of three young children and the defendant is accused of molesting a five-year-old child.

D. The juror has been convicted of several motoring offences and the defendant is accused of dangerous driving.

Explain how the following characteristics of the jurors might affect their impartiality.

ex. 8 Think of and speak about advantages and disadvantages of the jury system using the words and expressions:

· to decide what really happened

· to keep and open mind

· to use common sense

· not be influenced by sympathy or prejudice

· to be impartial

· to trial by a jury of fellow citizens

· to get an interesting and satisfying experience

· the composition of the jury rarely reflects that of the community as a whole

· the practice of bribing or threatening jurors

· some cases may be beyond jurors' competence

· the inadequate compensation

· loss of earnings

 ex. 9 Speak on the topic: “ The job of the jury”.

Unit 5
Crime and punishment
 Read and translate the text.
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Crime is categorized as a part of public law – the law regulating the relations between citizens and the state. Crimes can be thought of as acts which the state considers to be wrong and which can be punished by the state.

A lot of the crime that is reported in the media is very dramatic – involving shootings or bombings. In fact, most crime in Britain today is not against people, but against property. Theft, handling stolen goods and criminal damage, together with fraud, forgery and drug-related crimes, account for about 94% of all crime. About 30% of all crimes are thefts of, or from, cars. 

Before the 1920s, the police recorded fewer than 100,000 offences each year in England and Wales. By 1991 this had reached 5.3 million – and the number continues to rise. There are many theories about why crime has increased. Some people think that because having material possessions became very important in the 1990s, more people were willing to commit crimes to get them. According to the Conservative Party, one of the reasons crime has increased is that children are not brought up properly by their parents. The Opposition Labour Party says crime has increased partly because poor people feel that they treated badly by society. Economic recession certainly contributes to the rise in crime. People unable to repay loans on their houses have tried certain types of mortgage fraud – such as borrowing money against a property which does not exist. Arson – deliberately burning something down – may be used in order to get money from insurance companies.

A survey in Britain's Guardian newspaper shows that crime is a successful business – the fourth most successful in Britain. Its turnover reaches £14 billion annually. Over 420,000 people make a living as criminals or in crime prevention – almost the same number as are employed in banking. A successful criminal can earn over £100,000 per year; this is four or five times as much as a police officer earns. Most crimes are carried out by young, adult males. Women seem to commit fewer serious crimes, and they do so less often.

Crime exists on every social level, but more crimes are detected among the less well-off members of society. However, recently a number of financial crimes have been uncovered. 

Crime is international – criminals of different nationalities will sometimes join together for one 'job' and then split up afterwards. One reason for crime going international is drug trafficking – something which is increasing all over the world. Reformers think the law should be changed and certain drugs should be decriminalised; they say this would put some of the drug traffickers out of business, but would not cause an increase in the use of drugs.

The government has been encouraging people in Britain to be more conscious of security, and make it harder for a criminal to commit a crime. Many areas now have a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, where neighbours help each other by reporting anything that they think is suspicious.


Although most criminal laws in the world refer to acts of violence or theft, there are laws regulating almost every kind of human behaviour: for example, what we do with our land; what we say and write; how we run our businesses; even what we wear. Sometimes governments "create new crimes" by identifying a form of behavior and passing a new law to deal with it. In most industrialized countries existing theft laws were not adequate to deal with computer crimes where complex kinds of information are stolen, altered or used to deceive other, thus, new laws have been passed.


Technical change is one reason criminal law is one of the fastest growing areas of the law. Another reason is that the number of crimes committed in some countries seem to be increasing rapidly – although sometimes it is not clear whether people are breaking the law more, being caught more, or reporting other people's crimes more. One more reason is that different societies – or governments – continually review their ideas of what should and shouldn't be a considered crime.

 ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. What is crime?
2. Are most of the crimes in Great Britain against people or against property?

3. Why has crime increased Great Britain?

4. What types of crimes have increased in Great Britain? Give different views on this point.

5. Is crime a successful business? How can you prove it?

6. Who usually commits crimes?

7. On what social levels do crimes exist?

8. Why is crime international?

9. What can be done to prevent crimes?

10.  What does public law regulate?
11.  What other laws do you know? What do they regulate?

12. Why is criminal law a fast growing area?

 ex. 2 Read the following statements. Say whether they are true, if not correct them.

1. Only some crimes are very dramatic.

2. Economic recession contributes to the rise in crime.

3. There are many theories about why crime has increased.

4. Women commit more serious crimes, and they do so more often.

5. People unable to repay loans on their houses try mortgage fraud.

6. A successful criminal can earn much more than a policeman a year.

7. Robbery is dishonestly appropriating property belonging to another one.

8. In order to deal with new crimes governments pass new laws.

 ex. 3 Insert the necessary prepositions.

1. Most crimes are ___ property and about 30% ___ all crimes are thefts.

2. Theft is dishonestly appropriating property belonging ___ another person.

3. Burglary is entering someone’s land ____ permission intending to commit an act ___ violence.

4. Murder is killing ___ a human being ___ malice aforethought. 

5. Mortgage fraud is borrowing money ____a property which does not exist.

6. Arson may be used to get money ___ insurance companies.

7. The government encourages people to be more conscious ___ security. 

8. One reason ___ crime going international is drug trafficking which is increasing all ____ the world.

9. According ___ the Conservative Party crime has increased because children are not brought ___ properly ____ their parents.

10. Economic recession contributes ____ the rise ____ crime.

11. Most crimes are detected ____ the less well-off members of society. 

12. Governments pass a new law to deal ___ it.

13. Criminals ___ different nationalities join together ___ a crime.

14. Most criminal laws refer ___ acts of violence.

ex. 4 Match these crimes with their definitions:

	1. Forgery

2. Treason
3. Fraud
4. Murder (homicide)
5. Bribery
6. Burglary
7. Drug trafficking
8. Rape
9. Arson
10. Insider dealing
11. Theft
12. Robbery
13. Handling stolen goods
	a. Buying and selling illegal drugs

b. Illegally copying money, documents etc.
c. Unlawfully killing someone
d. Violent or forced sex
e. Using force or threats to steal from smb.
f. Gaining money by deception
g. Being in possession of stolen objects
h. Betraying your country or government
i. Offering something, especially money, to persuade smb. to do smth. for you
j. Entering a building without permission with the intention of stealing
k. Intentionally setting fire to smth.
l. Using privileged information about a business for personal profit
m. Sending money to a foreign bank so that it cannot be traced


ex. 5 Complete the following report of a crime and criminal case by choosing a suitable word for each bank space.

	burglary, defendants, pleaded, evidence, escaped, arrested, charged, verdict, criminal , convicted, sentenced


The police were investigating a series of burglaries in the Westhampton area. A man and a woman were suspected of the crimes, but there was not enough (1)______________ to arrest them. Then, one night, during (2)_____________, the victims woke up while the (3)_____________were still in the house. They found the burglars in the sitting-room stealing the TV and video. The burglars (4)_____________ through the window, leaving behind a black bag containing all their equipment – covered in fingerprints! The next day Samuel and Felicity Jones were (5)_______________ by Westhampton police and (6)_______________ with the offence of burglary with intent. The (7)________________ were tried on indictment in the crown Court where they both (8)______________ not guilty. The jury returned a (9)_______________ of guilty. The Joneses were (10)____________ and (11)___________ to two years' imprisonment.

 ex. 6 Translate the sentences into English.

1. Преступление – это категория общественного права, которое регулирует отношения между гражданами и государством.

2. Преступления – это те действия, которые государство считает правонарушением и за которые оно наказывает.

3. Кражи, сбыт краденого, мошенничество, подделки, торговля наркотиками составляют большую часть всех преступлений.

4. Поскольку обладание материальными благами стало особенно важным в последнее время, все больше людей хотят совершить преступление, чтобы получить их. 

5. Ипотечное мошенничество – это заем денег под собственность, которая не существует.

6. Поджог используется для того, чтобы получить деньги от страховой компании. 

7. Преступления существуют на каждом социальном уровне, но больше всего преступлений совершают менее состоятельные члены обществ. 

8. Торговля наркотиками является одной из причин того, что преступления носят международный характер. 

9. Чтобы преступникам было труднее совершить преступления, людям следует больше заботиться о своей безопасности. 

 ex. 7 Speak on the topic: “Crimes in the UK”.

Unit 6
Legal proceedings
Read and translate the text.

[image: image7.jpg]


 The greatest number of prosecutions are brought as a result of the action investigated by the police. The police can arrest someone if they think he or she has done something serious (e.g. murder, rape or armed robbery) or if they suspect he or she is intending to commit a crime. A police officer must explain to a person why he or she is being arrested. Then the person who is being arrested is 'cautioned'. The police officer says: "You do not have to say anything unless you wish to do so, but what you say may be given in evidence." This right of silence is a basic principle of British law and allows people to say nothing until they have talked to their solicitor.

The decision to prosecute should be exercised according to the Code of Practice to Crown Prosecutors issued by the Director of Public Prosecutions. In deciding whether to start a prosecution the following factors should be considered:

1. Is there a realistic prospect of conviction?

2. Will the public interest be served by bringing a prosecution? 

3. Would it be more appropriate to issue a formal warning?

After the decision to prosecute has been taken the case is heard in court.

There are three types of criminal offence: summary, indictable, and triable either way. The nature of the offence will determine the mode of the trial. Summary offences are the less serious offences such as minor motoring offences. These offences are tried in the magistrates’ courts, without a jury, before a bench of three lay magistrates or one stipendiary magistrate. The magistrates will hear the evidence and reach a verdict. If the verdict is “not guilty” the defendant will be acquitted; if “guilty” the magistrates will pass the sentence.

Offences triable either way are offences which can be committed in a serious or minor way. Burglary and theft are examples of these offences. They may be tried summarily in the magistrates’ court or on indictment in the Crown Court. 

Indictable offences are the most serious offences; examples are murder, manslaughter, rape and arson. The procedures for trying these offences begins in the magistrates’ court, here it is the role of the magistrates to conduct a preliminary enquiry into the prosecution’s evidence and to decide whether it forms a prima facie
 case against the accused. If a prima is established, a full trial will take place in the Crown Court before a judge and a jury of twelve people.

There are usually two important elements to a crime: (1) the criminal act itself; and (2) the criminal state of mind of the person when the committed the act. In Anglo-American law these are known by the Latin terms of (1) Actus Reus and (2) Mens Rea. 

For example, malice aforethought in murder refers to the mens rea of the crime and is a way of saying that the murderer intended to commit a crime. Of course, the court can never know exactly what was in the head of the killer at the time of the killing, so it has the difficult task of deciding what his intentions must have been. English law is constantly developing its definition of intent. The rest of the murder definitions refers to the actus reus. The prosecution must show that the suspect did in fact cause the death of someone. If the prosecution fails to prove either actus or mens, the court must decide there was no crime and the case is over. However, there are a small number of crimes for which no mens rea need be proved.

If actus and mens have been proved, a defendant may still avoid guilt if he can show he has a defense – a reason the court should excuse his act. Different systems of law recognize different and usually limited sets of defenses. English law sometimes allow the defense of duress – being forced to commit a crime because of threats that you or someone else will be harmed if you don't. Duress may be used as a defense against the charge of murder as a secondary party (helping the murderer), but is not available if the defendant is charged as the principal murderer.


Another defense is that of insanity. In most countries a person cannot be found guilty of a crime if in a doctor's opinion he cannot have been responsible for his actions because of mental illness. But this defense requires careful proof. If it is proven the defendant will not be sent to a prison, but instead to a mental hospital.

It might be argued that a person is not responsible for his actions if he is intoxicated – drunk or under the influence of drugs. In fact, an intoxicated person may not even know what he is doing and thus lacks mens rea. However, in Britain and many other countries there is a general principle that people who knowingly get themselves intoxicated must be held responsible for their acts. Consequently, intoxication is not a defense.


Nearly every system of law recognizes the defense of self-defense. In English law, a defendant can avoid guilt for injuring someone if he can convince the court that the force he used was reasonable to protect himself in the circumstances. In some countries, shooting an unarmed burglar would be recognized as self-defense, but in other in might be considered unreasonable force.

In many legal systems it is an important principle that a person cannot be considered guilty of a crime until the state proves he committed it. The basic principle of British justice is that a person is 'innocent until proved guilty'. This means that until a person has gone to court and been found guilty of a crime, it is assumed that he is innocent.The suspect himself need not prove anything, although he will of course help himself if he can show evidence of his innocence. The state must prove his guilt according to high standards, and for each crime there are precise elements which must be proven. In codified systems, these elements are usually recorded in statutes. In common law systems, the elements of some crimes are detailed in statutes; others, known as "common law crimes", are still described mostly in case law. Even where there is a precise statute, the case law interpreting the statute may be very important since the circumstances of each crime may be very different.

The concept of defense shouldn't be confused with that of mitigation – reasons your punishment should not be harsh. If a person has a defense, the court finds him not guilty. It is only after being found guilty that a defendant may try to mitigate his crimes by explaining the specific circumstances at the time of the crime.

Anyone who is found guilty of a crime can be punished by one of a variety of punishments. The balance required is between the need to protect society and the need to ensure, as far as possible, that only the guilty are punished. It is necessary to provide safeguards against wrongful conviction. One way is that the burden of proof is on the prosecution to prove “beyond reasonable doubt” that the accused committed the offence charged. This can be compared with the burden of proof in civil action where it is for the plaintiff to show that the defendant is liable “on the balance of probabilities”, that is the defendant is more likely to be liable than not. 

Those convicted of a crime can be fined; they can be ordered to do community work (community service order), such as helping the handicapped and the old; they can be sent to attendance centers where they learn practical skills like cooking and car maintenance. Other types of punishments for crimes available in the UK are: capital punishments, probation, suspended sentence, corporal punishment, imprisonment, life imprisonment. 

The sentencing jurisdiction of the magistrates’ courts is limited to imposing a fine of up to £1,000 or a maximum prison sentence of six month. A case requiring a heavier punishment must be referred to the Crown Court for sentencing.
The UK has a higher percentage of its population in prison than any other EC country. One consequence of this is overcrowding in Britain's prisons and there is great concern over conditions.

 ex. 1 Answer the following questions.

1. How are prosecutions brought?

2. What is the 'right of silence'?

3. In what way is the decision to prosecute exercised?

4. What should be taken into account before starting a prosecution?

5. What is ‘burden of prove’ in a criminal case? Is it different from that in a civil case? In what way?

6. What types of criminal offences do you know?

7. Where are they tried?

8. What is the role of the magistrates in trying each of these offences?

9. When can a person be considered guilty of a crime?

10.  What is the difference between statuses and case law? 

11.  How is murder defined in English law?

12. What are important elements of a crime? How are they called?

13. What is called malice aforethought?

14.  In what cases may a defendant avoid guilt?

15.  What is duress? How can it be used?

16.  What defense requires careful proof and why?

17.  What is self-defense? 

18.  What are the main ways of punishing a guilty person?

19. Why are British prisons overcrowded?

 ex. 2 Read the following statements. Say whether they are true, if not correct them.

1. Someone who is arrested should not speak until a solicitor is present.

2. The suspect must prove his guilt according to high standards.

3. For each crime there are precise elements which must be proven.

4. There is no difference between theft, burglary and robbery.

5. In case the prosecution fails to prove either actus or reus the court must decide there was no crime and the case is over.

6. Intoxication is a defense in all countries of the world.
7. There is no clear difference between mitigation and defense.
 ex. 3 Insert the necessary prepositions.

1. A person is not considered guilty ___ a crime ___ he is proved guilty.

2. The state must prove the gilt according ___ high standards.

3. The case law may be very important ___ the circumstances of each crime may be different.

4. The court can never know what was ___ the head ___ the killer ___ the time ___ the killing.

5. Duress may be used as a defense ___ the charge___ murder.

6. A person cannot be found guilty if ___ a doctor’s opinion he cannot have been responsible ___ his actions.

7. In case __ insanity the defendant is sent ___ a mental hospital.

8. Intoxicated means drunk or ____ the influence ____ drugs.

9. A defendant can avoid guilt ___ injuring someone.

10. The concept ___ defense should not be confused ___ that ___ mitigation.

11. A defendant may mitigate the crime ____ explaining the circumstances ___ the time ___ the crime.

12. The right ___ silence is a basic principal ___ British law.

13. People are allowed to say nothing ___ they have talked ___ their solicitor. 

ex.4 Match the following verbs with appropriate nouns from the list.

	1. to bring…

2. to instigate..

3. to institute..

4. to investigate…

5. to give…

6. to conduct…

7. to prefer…

8. to remedy…

9. to punish…

10. to commit…

11. to try..

12. to hear…

13. to reach…

14. to pass..

15. to impose…

16. to conduct…

17. to assess…
	a. proceeding

b. the prosecution

c. a prosecution

d. a wrong

e. action

f. an offence

g. a criminal

h. charges

i. evidence

j.  a case

k.  a verdict

l.  an enquiry
m.  an offence

n. the facts

o. the evidence

p. a fine

q. sentence


ex. 5 Choose a word or words from the box below to complete the following sentences. Some words are used more than once.

offender, fine, assault, grievous bodily harm, citizen, guilty, juvenile, punishment, actual bodily harm, summary, indictable

A. The law can punish criminals in many different ways, but most people would agree that the worst ____________ a court can give is the death sentence.

B. Minor motoring offences are _____________ offences but murder is ____________ offence.

C. A person who commits a criminal offence is called a criminal, or ____________.

D. If you attack another person illegally in Britain you will be tried for unlawful ____________.

E. If you physically hurt or injure the person you attack, you will be tried for unlawful ____________ occasioning (causing) ____________.

F. If the injury you cause in the attack is very serious it is called ____.

G. At the beginning of his or her trial the accused person must state whether s/he has committed the offence or not: whether s/he is ___________ or not ____________.

H. To punish a minor offence the court may order the criminal to pay a sum of money called a ____________.

I. Young people who are accused of crimes are tried by a special court called the ____________ court.

1. ex. 6 Translate the sentences into English.

2. Детали некоторых преступлений подробно описываются в законах.

3. Совершение преступления под угрозой называется принуждением. 

4. Полицейский должен объяснить человеку, почему его арестовывают. 

5. Подозреваемый может предоставить свидетельства его невиновности. 

6. Существует два важных признака преступления – сам акт преступления и душевное состояние человека в момент совершения преступления.

7. Подсудимый может избежать виновности, если он может доказать, что у него есть оправдывающие обстоятельства. 

8. Злое предумышление – это намерение совершить преступление. 

9. Право хранить молчание – это основной принцип закона, позволяющий людям ничего не говорить, пока они не поговорят с адвокатом.

ex. 7 Think and answer.
The following events are all connected with the criminal process. Note that some of the phrases may have the same meaning as each other! Put the different events in the order in which they happen in your country.

Is there only one possible order of events?

A. You are charged with an offence.

B. You are sentenced to punishment for an offence.

C. You are suspected of an offence.

D. You are tried for an offence.

E. You are accused of an offence.

F. You are convicted of an offence.

G. You plead guilty or not guilty to an offence.

H. You are arrested for an offence.

Do you think the events happen in the same order in England? 

At what stage or stages of the criminal process is the person involved called:  (1) the defendant   (2) the offender   (3) the suspect   (4) the convict  (5) the criminal   (6) the accused

ex. 8 Complete the following text by providing a suitable word for each blank space from words given in the box.

	convicted, assault, victim, offence, juvenile, punishment, appeal, sentence, referred, judgment


The Tyrer case was _____________ to the European Court of Human Rights by the European Commission of Human rights after an application was made by Mr. Anthony Tyrer against the UK. The court delivered _____________ in April, 1978. At the age of 15, Mr. Anthony Tyrer, resident on the Isle of Man, was _____________ of unlawful assault occasioning actual bodily harm by the local ______________ court. Mr. Tyrer had assaulted a pupil at school together with three other boys. The reason the boys gave for the _____________ was that they had been punished after the _____________ had reported them for taking beer to school. The court sentenced Mr. Tyrer under the Petty Sessions and Summary Jurisdiction Act 1927 to three strokes of the birch. His ____________ against the sentence to the High Court of Justice of the Isle of Man was dismissed on the grounds that the ____________ committed was very serious and there was no reason to interfere with the sentence. The ______________ was carried out according to the provisions of the Summary Jurisdiction Act 1960. Mr. Tyrer was given a medical examination in the morning and late that afternoon the _____________ was inflicted by three policemen in the presence of his father and a doctor. Mr. Tyrer’s father was unable to control himself during the execution of the punishment and attacked one of the policemen.

ex. 9 Use the information from the text to answer the following questions:

1. What is the case itself about?

2. Who is involved? When?

3. What are the circumstances of Antony Tyrer’s crime?
4. What was the sentence?
5. Why did he lose the first appeal?
6. In what circumstances was the punishment given?
7. Was Tyrer injured by his punishment?
8. Why do you think Tyrer applied to the European Commission of Human Rights?
9. Do you think he was right to make an application?
Give a summary of the text. Start like this: ' After attacking another boy at his school Anthony Tyrer was accused of unlawful assault occasioning actual bodily harm. He was arrested and charged…"

 ex. 10 HOW SERIOUS IS THE OFFENCE?

Draw a word ladder showing the offences below in personal order of seriousness.

parking offence


assault

rap




indecency

armed robbery


murder

bribery and corruption

kidnapping

theft                   


drunken driving

arson                                      
hijacking

Put the punishments in the order you think best on the word ladder above, starting with the least serious and ending with the most serious.

Give your reasons for the position of each punishment.

                                             Most Serious Punishment


                                                                       


Least Serious Punishment

ex. 11 Think and answer.

1. Are there any punishments in the list that you think are never justified?

2. What punishments for crimes exist in your country?
3. Do the same forms of punishment exist in the criminal justice systems in the UK and in your country?

REASONS FOR SENTENCING

ex. 12 Complete the phrases on the right with each of the four sentences beginning on the left. Agree or disagree with any of the statements.

	A. The use of capital punishment for murder was abolished…

B. Parliament passed a law to reintroduce capital punishment for the murder of police offices…

C. The infliction of capital punishment was restricted to crimes of terrorism…

D. The government passed a resolution to retain capital punishment for serious crimes of violence…
	I. … on the grounds that life imprisonment of individual offenders was no safeguard against organized groups of criminals.

II. … as part of their penal policy for the severe punishment of offenders.

III.  … in order to deter criminals from using firearms against members of the forces of law and order.

IV. … because the Parliamentary Commission found that in most offences of this type it was not an effective deterrent.


 ex. 13 AIMS OF SENTENCING

These are the aims of sentencing offenders:

Punishment     
- to punish the offender;

Deterrence      
- to deter people from committing crimes;

Rehabilitation 
- to teach the offender to become a normal member of society;

Protection      
- to protect society from criminal behaviour; 

A. Which of the following do you think should be the main aim in sentencing offenders?
A. Which of these aims applies to each statement from above?

B. Put the different aims in order of importance for you.

C. Which form of punishment do you think is most effective?

 ex 14 .TALKING POINTS

Think about the following points:

· Which forms of punishment do you think are effective deterrents?

· Which punishments can help to rehabilitate the offender?

· What do you think are the main aims of the penal system in your country? Do you agree with them?

· Judicial corporal punishment is an effective deterrent to hooligans and a safeguard in the control of law and order. Do you agree?

 ex. 15 Case study.

Consider the following situations:
1. Mr. Smith is arrested by the police on the suspicion of murdering Mr. Jones.

a. What factors will be taken into account when deciding whether to prosecute him?

b. What events will follow if the decision is taken to prosecute him?

c. If he is found guilty, may either Mr. Smith or the prosecution appeal from the verdict?

2. Mrs. Brown is charged with theft before the magistrates’ court.

a. Before which courts may she be tried?

b. If she is found guilty, to which courts may she appeal?

Read the two case stories.

Jack Thatcher Like his father, Jack Thatcher is a jailbird – at the age of 40 he has spent most of his life in prison for various offences of violence and theft. He comes from a broken home, has had no real education and has never had a job. The only way he knows how to make money is by stealing it. When he came out of prison last week, he decided to rob a village post office. During the robbery, the postmaster tried to ring the alarm, so Jack hit him on the head with his gun. At that moment a customer came into the post office. She screamed. In panic, Jack shouted at her to keep quiet. When she continued to scream, he shot her. Jack thought quickly. He took a box of matches from his pocket and set fire to the building, then escaped with the money.

Annette Forbes Annette Forbes is head of the marketing division of GMC, the computer company. She went to university, has a good job and enjoys a happy family life. She has always been a "law-abiding citizen". One day she arrived a little late for work, and had to park her car in a no-parking zone. She took a client out for a business lunch and drank a gin and tonic, half a bottle of wine and a liqueur to celebrate an important new contract. When driving back to work, she was stopped by a policeman, who tested her breath for alcohol. He told her she had drunk too much and would be disqualified from driving for a year. Annette (who needs her car for her job) suggested he might "forget" about the offence in return for a brand new GMC home computer. That afternoon, Annette remembered that she had no more writing-paper at home. As usual, she took a new packet of paper from the office and a box of six pencils.

Answer the questions.

1. What offences did Jack and Annette commit?
2. If they are charged and convicted of all their offences, what sentences do you think Jack and Annette will receive?

3. What is the most suitable punishment for Jack and Annette in your opinion?

4. Do you think they will commit other offences in future? Why or why not?

Case study.

Study the following.

1. Ernest Saunders, chairman and chief executive of the Guinness company, was trying desperately to make the company's share price rise. He encourages friends and colleagues to buy large numbers of shares in return for favours. More than 20% of Guinness share capital changed hands and the Guinness share price went up from 280p to 350p. Saunders was sentenced to five years in prison for theft and conspiracy to defraud. 

2. Lester Piggot – a jockey with a personal fortune estimated at £20 million – admitted a £3.1 million tax fraud. He had put his earnings into several bank accounts, some with false names and some abroad. He was sentenced to three years' imprisonment.

1. Do you think the punishments they received were justified in the circumstances?

2. Of all the punishments available, which one would you have sentenced Tyrer to for his crime? Why?

3. Think of a crime story, involving a crime and the trial and conviction of the offenders. Tell your story, using some of the vocabulary you have learnt in this Unit.
READING NEWSPAPER CRIME REPORTS

Read the articles

	1

Three men appeared before magistrates in Hertford accused of murdering PC Frank Mason, who died during an armed hold-up at a bank in Hemel Hempstead. Charles McGhee, 30, Perry Wharrie, 28, and James Hurley, 26, and a fourth man, Robert McFarland, accused of disposing of property to impede the arrest of the three, were all remanded in custody for three days.

	2

A man appeared in Marylebone magistrates court in London yesterday, accused of escaping police custody at a hospital 13 months ago. Alan Knowlden, 36, was also charged with conspiring to commit armed robbery. He was remanded in custody to appear at Lambeth magistrates Court next Friday.

	3

BRUSSELS – A convention signed here yesterday should mean that the 26 Britons wanted in Belgium in connection with the Heysel football riot would be allowed to serve jail sentences in Britain if they are convicted here. The accord, signed by 10 states, including Britain and Belgium, guarantees that people convicted in an EC state other then their own will have the right to serve the sentence in their home country. The Belgian Justice Minister, Jean Gol, confirmed that the convention would apply to the wanted Britons if they are finally tried. "There would be no problem if these people wanted to do their term in the UK", he said.

A similar convention on the transfer of convicts already exists in the 21-member Council of Europe, but has never been ratified by Belgium.

Belgian efforts to extradite the 26 Britons suffered a serious setback three months ago when the case failed in the High Court because of a legal technicality. Proceedings have now been resumed.

	4

The trial in Belgium of 26 British football fans on charges arising out of the Heysel Stadium disaster will open in Brussels today, and be adjourned until the autumn. Belgian defense lawyers will appeal for a suspension because they have not had sufficient access to evidence. 

	5

STEPHEN Syratt, a Wiltshire police sergeant, was found guilty yesterday in Winchester Crown Court of causing actual bodily harm to a member of the 1985 Stonehenge hippy peace convoy. He was sentenced to three months' imprisonment, suspended for 12 months.

The court was told that Syratt, aged 34, of Swindon, who had served for17 years, had punched a prisoner at Amesbury police station. He would almost certainly be dismissed from his 12,000-a-year job and lose his pension rights, Mr. Justice Swinton Thomas said.


1. Find the heading which matches each of the five newspaper articles:

	Murder charges                                           Escape charge

Heysel case                                                   Home to prison

Policeman convicted of punching hippy


2. Which article (s) report(s):

a. the suspension of a trial

b. a preliminary hearing before a magistrates' court

c. a conviction

d. an international agreement on serving prison sentences.

3. Quickly scan the articles and list:

a. the names of the different courts which are mentioned

b. the names of the different offences which are mentioned

4. Choose one of the five articles. Read it carefully and identify the main points.

5. Give a summary of a crime report.

6. Decide what sentence you would give the offender (s) in question.

7. Which punishment do you think is generally most suitable for each of the crimes?

ex. 16. Speak on the topic: “Legal proceedings and punishment”.

III. Conclusion
Law is the system of rules established by the state. The main aim of law is to consolidate and safeguard the social and state systems and its economic foundations. 

 New legislation in Britain usually starts in Parliament. No law can be passed unless it has completed a number of stages in the House of Commons and the House of Lords. A bill is considered in three stages called readings. When a bill is introduced in the House of Commons it receives a formal first reading. After the second reading the Bill is referred to a committee, where it is examined in detail, discussed and amended. Then the Bill is presented for a third reading and is debated. If the Bill is passed by the Commons it goes to the House of Lords. Amendments made to a bill by the House of Lords must be considered by the Commons. The monarch has to give a Bill the Royal Assent. After receiving the Royal Assent the Bill becomes an Act of Parliament. 

There are many ways in which the law can be classified. One important distinction is made between civil and criminal law. One important distinction is made between civil and criminal law. Civil cases are disputes between or among citizens, corporations, organisations and governmental agencies. Civil laws regulate many everyday situa​tions, such as marriage, divorce, contracts, real estate, insurance, consumer protection, and negligence. A criminal case is a legal action brought by the government against a person charged with committing a crime.

The distinction between civil and criminal law is reflected to some extent in the structure of the courts. There is no other country in the world that has such system of courts as Great Britain does. The most common type of law courts in England and Wales is the magis​trates' court. More serious criminal cases go to the Crown Court. Civil cases (for example, divorce or bankruptcy cases) are dealt with in County courts. Appeals are heard by higher courts. For example, appeals from magis​trates' courts are heard in the Crown Court. The highest court of appeal in England and Wales is the House of Lords. The legal system also includes juvenile courts (which deal with offenders under seventeen) and coroners' courts (which investigate violent, sudden or unnatural deaths). There are administrative tribunals which make quick, cheap and fair decisions with much less formality. Tribunals deal with dis​putes between individuals and disputes between individuals and govern​ment departments (for example, over taxation).

The system of legal professions is unique. It includes solicitors, barristers, judges, jury, magistrates, coroners and clerks of the court. Solicitors is the largest branch of legal professions. They also work on court cases for their clients, prepare cases for barristers and may represent their client in a Magistrate’s court. To qualify as a solicitor a person joins a solicitor as a clerk and studies part time for the Law Society exam. It is not necessary to go to university. After passing the necessary exams a person can start a business on his own. Barristers are different from solicitors. They are experts in the interpretation of law. They are also experts on advocacy. Barristers work in chambers. They belong to Inns of Court. To qualify as a barrister a person has to take examinations of the Bar Council. A distinctive feature of the British system in comparison with many Continental systems is that it does not have a judicial career structure. There is no separate training for judges. Judges are trained as barristers and preside in more serious cases. They decide legal issues during the trial. There are 30 000 magistrates who judge cases in the lower court. They are unpaid, have no legal qualification but they are respectable people. The Lord Chancellor is the head of the judiciary and a Minister of the Crown. He is the Speaker (the chairperson) of the House of Lords and also the government's principal legal spokesman. The right to trial by a jury is one of our most important rights and is guaranteed by the Constitution of the UK. A jury consist of twelve people who are ordinary people chosen at random from the Electoral Register. They listen to the evidence in court in criminal cases and decide if the defendant is guilty or innocent. Though the jury system has been praised as being the "bulwark of our liberties", it has not escaped criticism.

There are many theories about why crime has increased in Great Britain. Some people think that because having material possessions became very important, more people were willing to commit crimes to get them. According to the Conservative Party, one of the reasons crime has increased is that children are not brought up properly by their parents. Economic recession certainly contributes to the rise in crime. Crime exists on every social level, but more crimes are detected among the less well-off members of society. The greatest number of prosecutions are brought as a result of the action investigated by the police. The decision to prosecute should be exercised according to the Code of Practice to Crown Prosecutors issued by the Director of Public Prosecutions. There are usually two important elements to a crime: (1) the criminal act itself; and (2) the criminal state of mind of the person when the committed the act. In Anglo-American law these are known by the Latin terms of (1) Actus Reus and (2) Mens Rea. The basic principle of British justice is that a person is 'innocent until proved guilty'. The suspect himself need not prove anything, the state must prove his guilt according to high standards, and for each crime there are precise elements which must be proven. Anyone who is found guilty of a crime can be punished by one of a variety of punishments. Those convicted of a crime can be fined; they can be ordered to do community work. Other types of punishments for crimes available in the UK are: fines, probation, suspended sentence, corporal punishment, imprisonment, life imprisonment. There is no capital punishment or death penalty in Great Britain, it was abolished in 1965.

Events in a trial happen in a particular order. The first step is the selection of a jury. The second step is opening statements. The third step is presentation of evidence. The duty of the jury is to decide the importance of evidence and the credibility of witnesses. The forth step is the instruction. The judge instructs the jury on the laws that are to guide the jury in their deliberations. The fifth step is closing arguments. The lawyers summarise the case from their point of view. The sixth step is jury deliberation. The jury retire to the jury room to conduct deliberations. The jury returns to the courtroom where the foreman presents the verdict. The judge then discharges the jury from the case.

Having studied the main aspects of British legal system we can come to the conclusion that it is quite unique in itself and differs greatly from some other European and American legal systems. There are some reasons for this difference. The legal system that exists on the continent of Europe originated from Roman law but the legal system of Great Britain is based on Anglo-American law. Besides, the legal system of Great Britain is greatly influenced by customs and traditions of the country and its political system.

Glossary
Unit 1.

civil law – гражданское право 

civil wrong – гражданское правонарушение

common law – общее право

criminal law – уголовное право

criminal offence – уголовное преступление

individuals or bodies – зд. физические лица или организации

law of contract – договорное, контрактное право

law of property – право собственности

law of tort – деликтное право, закон о гражданских правонарушениях 

litigation – тяжба, судебный спор процесс

P.C. (police constable) – зд. констебль (в Великобритании – полицейский в суде)
parking offence – неправильная парковка

petty crime – мелкое, малозначительное преступление

procedural (adjectival) law – процессуальное право
substantive law – материальное право 

to regulate the conduct of citizens – регулировать поведение граждан

prosecute – преследовать судебным порядком

prosecutor – обвинитель, прокурор

conviction – осуждение, признание виновным

sue – преследовать судебным порядком; возбуждать дело (против кого-л.)

judgement – решение, заключение суда

injunction – судебный запрет, запретительная норма

Unit 2.

adjudicate – судить; решать, выносить решение (on, upon)

appellant – подающий апелляцию, апеллянт

respondent – ответчик 

Admiralty Division – отделение по морским делам Высокого суда правосудия

canon law – каноническое, церковное право

Chancery Division – Канцелярское отделение (название суда первой инстанции в Англии для рассмотрения дел о банкротствах, ликвидации компании и т.д.)

Court of Appeal – апелляционный суд
court of first instance – суд первой инстанции
Crown Court – Суд короны (уголовное отделение Высокого суда правосудия)

Divorce Division – отделение Высокого суда по разводам

Family Division – отделение по семейным делам Высокого суда правосудия

High Court – Высокий суд правосудия (входит в состав Верховного суда в Англии)

magistrate's court – мировой суд

original court – суд первой инстанции

Probate Division – отделение по делам о наследстве Высокого суда правосудия

Queen's Bench Division – суд королевской скамьи 

Roman law – римское право

Master of the Roles – «хозяин свитков»: глава государственного архива, член Высокого суда правосудия, председатель Апелляционного суда

sui generis – лат .редкий, редкостный, уникальный

Supreme Court – верховный суд

to exercise jurisdiction – осуществлять правосудие
Unit 3.

apprenticeship – обучение, учение
apprentice – новичок; начинающий 

barrister – адвокат (выступающий в суде), барристер

bar examination – экзамен на адвоката
the Inns of Court – четыре юридические корпорации, готовящие адвокатов (the Inner Temple, the Middle Temple, Lincoln's Inn, Gray's Inn)

degree – звание, ученая степень 

Lords of appeal in Ordinary – назначаемые члены палаты лордов по рассмотрению апелляций

Lords Justices of Appeal – судьи апелляционного суда;

High Court judges – судьи суда высшей инстанции;

Circuit judges – окружные судьи;

Recorders – 1.рикордеры, городские мировые судьи по уголовным делам четвертых инстанций;

2.– of London, судьи, уполномоченные Центральным уголовным судом выполнять отдельные поручения по делам, находящимся в производстве другого судьи;

Magistrates – мировые судьи;

resolve disputes – решать споры

solicitor – солиситор, адвокат, поверенный (дающий советы клиенту, подготавливающий дела для барристера и выступающий только в судах низшей)

Stipendiary magistrates – судьи низшей инстанции с суммарной и ограниченной юриспруденцией по уголовным и иногда гражданским делам(оплачиваемые, находящиеся на жаловании);

Lay magistrates – непрофессиональные, не являющиеся юристами судьи;

Officers of the state – государственные служащие;

The Lord Chancellor – лорд-канцлер;

The Attorney General – генеральный аттерней (должность приблизительно соответствует Генеральному прокурору; амер. – Министру юстиции);

The Director of Public Prosecution – директор общественного обвинения;

under the aegis of – под защитой, под покровительством

Unit 4.

acquittal – оправдание

at the discretion – на усмотрение

bulwark – оплот; защита

compulsory – принудительный; насильственный; обязательны

eligible – имеющий право, могущий быть избранным 
jury trial – слушание дела в суде присяжных

lay down – устанавливать, формулировать (закон)

layperson – дилетант, любитель, непрофессионал, неспециалист

diminish – занижать, недооценивать (роль, значение и т.д.), преуменьшать

empanel – составлять список присяжных; вносить в список присяжных

nobble – подкупить
plead guilty – признавать виновным

verdict – вердикт; решение присяжных заседателей 

random – сделанный или выбранный наугад, случайный; беспорядочный

convicts – осуждать, признавать виновным в чем-л. (of); выносить приговор

Unit 5.

accuse – обвинять кого-л.; выдвинуть обвинение против кого-л. (of)

arson – поджог

assault – словесное оскорбление и угроза физическим насилием

bribery – взяточничество

burglary – ночная кража со взломом 

case law – прецедентное право
defendant – ответчик; обвиняемый, подсудимый

drug trafficking – торговля наркотиками 

forgery – подделка, подлог, фальсификация

fraud – обман; мошенничество, жульничество; подделка

handle stolen goods – сбывать краденое
impede – мешать, препятствовать, быть помехой чему-л., задерживать; затруднять

mortgage – закладная 

murder (homicide) – убийство

public law – общественное право

riot – нарушение общественной тишины и порядка 

robbery – кража; грабеж

theft – воровство, грабеж, кража 
to commit a crime – совершить преступление 

treason – измена, предательство

Unit 6.

Actus reus (лат) – противоправное действие, правонарушение (т.е. та фаза действия, за совершение которой законом предусмотрено наказание; физическая, объективная сторона преступления)

attendance centers – исправительные учреждения

indictable offence – уголовное преступление

capital punishment – смертная казнь, высшая мера наказания

case law – прецедентное право

community work – общественно-полезный труд

conviction – осуждение, признание виновным

corporal punishment – телесное наказание

Code of Practice – нормы и правила
Custody – тюремное заключение; заточение в тюрьму; лишение свободы

defendant – ответчик; обвиняемый, подсудимый

defense – защита а) сторона, защищающая на суде обвиняемого; б) часть судебного разбирательствa; в) оправдывающие обстоятельства, оправдание в виду исключающих вину обстоятельств; снятие вины

deterrence – устрашение
duress – принуждение, давление 

evidence – доказательство, подтверждение; свидетельство улика; свидетельское показание

fine (for) – налагать взыскание, штраф; штрафовать 

guilt – виновность 

guilty – виновный (of – в) 

imprisonment – заключение (в тюрьму); лишение свободы

innocence – невиновность 

indictment – обвинение, предъявление обвинения в суде

insanity – безумие, умопомешательство 

intoxicated – опьяненный, одурманеный наркотиками

Malice aforethought – заранее обдуманный злой умысел, злое предумышление

Mens rea – 1) виновная воля 2) вина

Mitigation – смягчение, уменьшение (вины, наказания, преступления)

on charges – по обвинению 

petty sessions – судебное заседание в присутствии нескольких мировых судей без присяжных заседателей

probation – условное освобождение преступника на поруки 

remand prison – тюрьма предварительного заключения 

remand – 1. а) возвращение в первоначальную инстанцию 

б) отложение слушания дела в) возвращение на поруки 

2) а) возвращение (арестованного) под стражу б) арестованный, оставленный под стражей (для продолжения расследования) 

sentence (to) – выносить приговор; приговаривать

suspended sentence – условный приговор, условное осуждение

suspension – приостановка; временное прекращение 

prosecution – обвинение (сторона в судебном процессе)

triable – подсудный
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